The role of genetic testing and effect on patient care.
The heralded report of the first draft of the Human Genome Project highlights the role genetics plays in nearly all medical disciplines, including dermatology. Many inherited disorders have dermatological features, and dermatological pathologic conditions frequently can be traced to a genetic cause. Suspicion of a genetic disorder is often suggested first by a practitioner such as a dermatologist, who is likely to be the first to identify characteristic features of the disease. This review highlights the relationship between the clinician and genetics professional in genetic testing using a case example of a familial cancer syndrome, Cowden syndrome, as a model.